PRESS RELEASE
Date: 16 November 2025

Subject: Public Advisory on Marburg Virus Disease Outbreak in Jinka Town,
Southern Ethiopia

The Ministry of Health of the Republic of South Sudan informs the public, health
workers, and all partners of the confirmed Marburg Virus Disease (MVD) cases

reported in Jinka Town, Southern Region of Ethiopia. The outbreak was
officially declared on 14 November 2025.

The incident began on 13th of November 2025 when a suspected Viral
Hemorrhagic Fever case was detected in Jinka. Laboratory testing conducted by
the Ethiopian Public Health Institute confirmed Marburg virus as the cause.
Genetic sequencing shows that this strain is closely related to those previously
identified in East Africa.

Marburg Virus Disease (MVD) is a severe, highly infectious, and often fatal
illness. It spreads through direct contact with the blood, body fluids, or tissues of
infected persons, or through contaminated surfaces. Symptoms include sudden
fever, severe fatigue, muscle pain, headache, vomiting, diarrhea, and, in later
stages, unexplained bleeding. Without timely care, MVD can reach a fatality rate
of up to 88%, but early detection and quality treatment can save lives.

The Ministry of Health reassures the public that no confirmed cases have been
reported in South Sudan. The government, together with WHO and all health
partners, have intensified surveillance, preparedness, and readiness measures to
prevent any importation and spread of the virus.




Citizens are encouraged to remain calm, stay informed, and promptly report any
suspected symptoms to the nearest health facility or through the toll-free hotline:
6666. '

Immediate Preparedness Actions Taken by the Ministry of Health:

1. An emergency meeting was called over the weekend with all health
partners to plan on timely response. This also includes activation of
pillar leaders to lead preparedness surveillance, and response

2. The Public Health Emergency Operations Center (PHEOC) has been
activated and in Alert Mode to strengthen surveillance, screening,
risk assessment and identification of priority areas, and monitoring at
national and state levels.

3. High-risk counties identified include Kapoeta East, Pibor, Pochalla,
Akobo.

Here are Public Health Advice Measures recommended by the Ministry of
Health:

e Wash hands frequently with soap and clean water.
e When water is unavailable, use alcohol-based hand sanitizers.

e Avoid contact with bodily fluids such blood, vomit, stool, sweat, urine, or
saliva of anyone suspected or confirmed to have MVD.

e Avoid close contact with individuals presenting with fever, vomiting,
diarrhea, or bleeding.

e Do not handle bodies of persons who die with symptoms resembling
Marburg

The Ministry of Health remains committed to transparent communication and
will continue providing timely updates as the situation evolves. The public is
encouraged to rely only on official information from the Ministry of Health.

For emergencies or reporting, call the toll-free hotline: 6666.
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